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A Cappella Niagara (ACN) is a male chorus that 
shares its love of song with audiences in the 
Niagara region. We maintain a high-quality 
repertoire that includes old and new songs in 
many styles including ballads, rock, jazz, 
spirituals, Broadway show tunes, and seasonal 
favourites. 

Our chorus welcomes new members. If you enjoy 
singing, I invite you to visit a rehearsal. We 
meet at Fonthill United Church, 42 Church Hill, 
Fonthill, ON. Rehearsals are from 7:00 to 9:00 PM 

most Tuesdays, September through June. Go to our web site or call me 
to learn more about singing with ACN and check our calendar.  

Last fall we ran a Yuletide Sing Program which gave participants a 
chance to try barbershop singing at no cost and without any obligation to 
continue. Program participants learned 8 holiday favourites and 
performed them with the chorus at our Christmas show. Several 
participants decided to continue with the chorus while others were happy 
to sing with the chorus but did not continue. The program provided a 
good opportunity to learn about the chorus and barbershop singing in a 
relaxed setting and then to experience the joy of performing for friends 
and family. It is likely we will repeat the Yuletide Sing Program in fall 
2024. If you know someone who might enjoy such an experience tell 
them about the Program and encourage them to visit our chorus website 
this summer for information about the Yuletide Sing Program. 

The return to performing at the Annual Candlelight Stroll in Niagara-on- 
the-Lake was an exhilarating experience. We entertained for over two 
hours and many strollers remained to listen to our complete set, which 
we performed several times over the evening. We enjoyed the support 
and response of the audience to our holiday performance. 

Last summer a close to capacity crowd enjoyed celebrating the 50th 
anniversary of the Niagara Barbershoppers Corn Roast.  

President’s Message 



3 

 

We were pleased to recognize several individuals who were key players 
in starting and running the event for many years. This year’s Niagara 
Barbershoppers Corn Roast is Saturday, August 17, 2024. It is a family 
friendly event that is open to everyone. See more details about the Corn 
Roast in this brochure and on our website listed below. 

It is with great sadness we extend our condolences to families and 
friends on the passing of Larry Sheehan. He was a long time member of 
ACN who brought humour and commitment to the chorus. He will be 
missed.   

While sharing its love of song, A Cappella Niagara raises funds to 
support charities such as Harmonize for Speech, which helps children 
who have speech impediments, and Sing Canada Harmony, which 
supports equal access to vocal music for Canadians of all ages. Each 
year we contribute 10% of the proceeds from our annual show to one of 
these national foundations or a local charity. Proceeds from our 50/50 
raffle at the Corn Roast are donated to the Niagara Children’s Centre 
in St. Catharines.   

A Cappella Niagara is fortunate to have the support of many area 
businesses as demonstrated by the advertisements in this brochure. We 
appreciate their generous support and encourage you to patronize 
these businesses and professionals. Let them know you value their 
support of A Cappella Niagara! 

I look forward to another year serving the members of this remarkable 
chorus. It offers the novice or experienced singer many opportunities to 
experience the joy of singing. To find out more about the chorus visit our 
web site or call me. 

Timothy Healey (Home: 905 688 4253; Cell: 905 341 3415) 

ACN website: www.niagarasingers.com  

Copyright Notice 
 

Copyright law strictly limits the use of audio or video recording devices 
during any performance. No audio or video recording device, whether or 
not in use, is permitted in the place of performance without prior 
permission from the Barbershop Harmony Society.  

This brochure was designed by Gus Medina and printed by Great Signs 
and Graphics, Welland, ON. (https://greatsigns.ca/) 

http://www.niagarasingers.com/
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MEET OUR MUSIC 
DIRECTOR 

Jim McConachie 
 
Like many of us, Jim got his 
introduction to vocal music through 
the primary and secondary school 
systems. Singing in school choirs led 
to participation in Broadway style and 
Gilbert and Sullivan productions and 
then to a college level jazz choir. After 
school, a move to Burlington to start a 
career as a paramedic brought Jim 
into touch with barbershop harmony. 
  
‘Roadshow’ – the Burlington 
barbershop harmony chorus – was a 
natural move. Jim sang with the 
chorus and with several quartets in 
that chapter. After several years with 

the chorus, Jim took on the role of performance coach for the group and 
helped the music team take the chorus to several Ontario District 
Championships. 
  
A job move in 2001 took Jim to Grey County Paramedic Services, where he 
became the music director of ‘Encore!’ – the Owen Sound barbershop 
harmony chorus. Under Jim’s leadership, ‘Encore!’ grew from a small group 
of ten or so into a thriving chorus of thirty men. They quickly became one of 
the more popular vocal ensembles in the Grey/Bruce region. 
  
Retirement and a return to the Burlington area seemed a perfect time to join 
A Cappella Niagara as music director. He is enjoying his work with our 
chorus to develop an entertaining musical performance package. 
  
Over the course of several years, Jim has studied choral direction and vocal 
performance at the Barbershop Harmony Society’s summer college program 
at Missouri Western State College. His quartet accomplishments include 
several chapter level quartets, top five finishes in District and International 
Preliminary contests with ‘Q. E. Connection’ and most recently top ten 
finishes in International Preliminary contests with ‘Three’.    
  
Jim and his partner Jennifer enjoy snowboarding in winter, sea kayaking 
and camping in summer, and have taken up the sport of wine hunting in the 
between seasons.  
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A Cappella Niagara Chapter Presidents 
 

Robert Laing—1998-2007 (10 years) 
Gus Medina — 2008-2012 (5 years) 

Timothy Healey — 2013-present (11 years) 

MEET OUR 
ASSISTANT  

MUSIC DIRECTOR 
Phil Sheehan 

 
I grew up in a home full of Music. My 
mother Mary (Howe) Sheehan was a 
singer, teacher, and a children’s choral 
director. She became the first Musical 
Director for the Separate School board 
of St. Catharines. 
 
I became aware of Barbershop music 
from an ad my Wife Mary brought 
home from Bob Laing’s Pharmacy in 
Fonthill. It sat on my desk for a year 
before I attended my first rehearsal, and the harmony hooked me 
immediately. Like most involved, I wished I had started years before. 
 
I have been singing with A Cappella Niagara since I started about 24 years 
ago. I also sang with the Batavia and Buffalo NY choruses and won the 
Senaca Land District championship twice allowing us to compete in Kansas 
City and Philadelphia.  
 
I’ve sung in a few quartets including Forward Motion, New York Minute, 
Central Park, and Heritage. New York Minute won the Senaca Land District 
senior quartet championship and Heritage won the Ontario District senior 
championship. I usually sing lead but in one quartet I tried baritone, which is 
a true test of whether one can sing harmony. 
 
I attended a few directors workshops in Ontario and the Level One class at 
Harmony University in Nashville, TN. I enjoy directing and find I learn a 
great deal by observing other directors; and, of course, actually directing 
our chorus when given the opportunity. In my new position as Assistant 
Director I’m working on learning our chapter repertoire. Thanks Mom. 
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New to Singing? Never Sung before? 
Enjoy Singing? 

Why Not Sing With Us? 
 

Discover a cappella harmony like you’ve never heard it before. 
Visitors are always welcomed to listen, learn and participate at our 
rehearsals. At A Cappella Niagara we believe in the power of singing 
to lift your spirits, put a bounce in your step, and help an individual to 
grow and learn in an environment of fellowship and fun.  

Everyone in the chorus was new to singing at some point in time. In 
fact, 1 out of every 10 men will be involved in singing with a large 
group at some point in their lives, and each of those men had to take 
a first step. Many of our members had little musical experience prior 
to joining us! 
 
A Cappella Niagara welcomes men from all walks of life. Regardless 
of your musical background, we encourage you to visit a rehearsal, 
meet a few of the guys, and discover if membership is right for you! 
We rehearse from 7:00 to 9:00 PM most Tuesdays, September 
through June at Fonthill United Church, 42 Church Hill, Fonthill, ON.  

Experience the Joy and Thrill of 
Performing! 

For more information and to visit a rehearsal write to: 
InfoNiagaraSingers@gmail.com 
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Service to Our Community 
Robert Laing 

 
Since its founding, A Cappella Niagara (ACN) has shared the joy of 
singing with the community by performing at places and events such 
as the St. Catharines Hospital, Santa Claus parades, the Candlelight 
Stroll in Niagara-on-the-Lake, malls, and retirement homes. ACN has 
participated in the Festival of Lights and the Queen Victoria Park 
stage in Niagara Falls. In Fonthill, chapter quartets have performed at 
the ‘Christmas in Pelham’ and the chorus and quartets have sung at 
‘Summerfest’ and the ‘Concert Series.’ Other singouts include the 
M&M Fund Raiser for Crohn’s disease and Colitis in St. Catharines, 
the Fort Erie Optimist Club Fund Raiser and a concert for the St. 
Andrews Presbyterian Church in Welland. ACN performed for the 
C.D. Howe Institute banquet in Niagara-on-the-Lake and at the 
Welland Community Wellness Centre summer series. 
 
In 2015 ACN became the organizer and host for the Niagara 
Barbershoppers Annual Corn Roast, which was started and run by 
the Singing Saints for 45 years. The Corn Roast, which raises funds 
for the Niagara Children's Centre, takes place every August in St. 
Catharines. 
 
ACN is proactive in supporting youth by inviting their participation in 
our annual shows. Participating groups have included school 
quartets, school and community choirs, jazz choirs, jazz bands, the 
Chorus Niagara Children’s Chorus, and a school drama club.  
 
Our singouts, youth participation in our shows, co-sponsoring a 
singing course at Niagara College, and donations to charities such as 
‘Harmonize for Speech’ and ‘Sing Canada Harmony’ as well as local 
charities demonstrates ACN’s commitment to our community. 
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In Memoria 
Larry Sheehan  

A Cappella Member 

who is no longer with 

us. 

1934 – 2024 

Larry passed away peacefully on April 13, 2024 in his 90th year. 
He was surrounded by his loving family at Hospice Niagara. His 
many nieces, nephews and friends will sadly miss him. 
  
Larry was a man of great faith and a generous gentleman who 
would do everything possible for his family and loved ones. He 
had a fabulous sense of humour. Throughout his life he actively 
contributed to his community as a member of the Jaycees, Kins-
men Club, The Gyro Club, and Knights of Columbus.   
 
With his mother Mary (Howe) being a music teacher, it was inevi-
table that Larry (and his brothers David (deceased) and Phil) 
would have music in their souls. Larry was ‘all things music.’ He 
enjoyed a variety of music by singers and groups such as Nana 
Mouskouri, Mel Torme, Frank Sinatra, Sarah McLaughlin, Bobby 
Duran, Jeanette Reneau, Pentatonix, and Queen, among many 
others. In his younger years, Larry was a member of the Merritton 
Grenadiers Band. He genuinely enjoyed singing with A Cappella 
Niagara. He joined the chorus in 2001 and continued as a mem-
ber even when he could no longer sing with the chorus. The 
members of A Cappella Niagara offer their condolences’ to his 
family. 
 
*Adapted with Phil Sheehan’s assistance from Lawrence Joseph 
Sheehan’s obituary and notes written by Donna Reynolds.  
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REAL ESTATE 
Purchases, Sales & Mortgages 

BUSINESS ACQUISITIONS & SALES 
Estate Administration, Wills 

& Powers of Attorney 
No charge for initial consultation 

 

 THE DREAM OF ACN 
Robert Laing 

 
A dream of moving forward musically and becoming better performers 
was realized when 18 men united to form a new Chapter on July 23, 
1998. The charter members were: Howard Bogusat, Gary Carr, Stan 
Carr, Michael Cockhead, Jym Cummings, John Donald, David Laakso, 
Braydon Labelle, Robert Laing, William Laing, Douglas MacDonald, 
Dylan Moore, Derek Stevens, Neville Stevens, Paul Thrower and Ronald 
Wills. The name “ A Cappella Niagara” was chosen by the executive 
which represented the membership. The first executive was formed in 
1998 and consisted of the following charter members: President – 
Robert Laing, Secretary – William Laing, Treasurer – Derek Stevens, VP 
Chapter Development – Stan Carr, VP Music & Performance – Jym 
Cummings, Chapter PR Officer – Stan Carr, and Chapter Chorus 
Director – David Chubb 

The sponsoring chapter was the Friends of Harmony from East Aurora, 
NY and the Inaugural Show was held at the Redeemer Bible Church in 
Niagara Falls, Ontario on February 27, 1999. Our mission was to 
promote music and charity in our community. We were dedicated to 
support music for youth by showcasing them whenever possible on our 
annual shows. To fulfill our dream, ACN wishes to support our Ontario 
District and Peninsula Division to the best of its abilities. 
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A Cappella Niagara 
2024 Executive Committee 

President   Timothy Healey 

Secretary/Past President  Gus Medina 

Treasurer     John Donald 

VP Music/Performance   Bob Laing 

Music Director   Jim McConachie 

Member-at-Large Jym Cummings 

Honorary Member-at-Large Bob Laing 
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Emcee: Jym Cummings 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 

June 15, 2024, 2:00 PM 
Fonthill United Church 

Order of Appearance 
A Cappella Niagara 

Easy Street* 
A Cappella Niagara 

Little Strummer Boys* 
Intermission 

JAQ* 
Mellissa-Marie Shriner 

A Cappella Niagara 
 
 

Thank you to Our Audience! 

*See page 16 -17 for bios of Easy Street, Little Strum-
mer Boys, and JAQ. 
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Our Featured 
Guest Artists 
 
Soloist Melissa-Marie Shriner is known as a 
versatile performer in recitals, concerts and 
self-produced solo shows throughout 
southern Ontario. Ms Shriner holds a BMus, 
Honours in Voice Performance from Brock 
University and has a solid reputation as a 
music pedagogue through her private music 

studio, where she teaches voice and contemporary piano.  
 
Ms Shriner  also serves as vocal/choral workshop clinician at various 
high schools in the Niagara Region and as music consultant to 
music teachers, singers and musicians looking to further define and 
develop their careers. Ms Shriner works collaboratively with other 
singers and musicians to plan and perform new-concept concerts. 
 
With her feet solidly planted in both the classical and jazz worlds, Ms 
Shriner has performed as soloist and chorister with the Avanti 
Chamber Singers, as a guest soloist with Choralis Camerata, 
with The Melissa-Marie Shriner Jazz Trio, as the featured artist for 
the In The Village Concert Series, the TD Niagara Jazz Festival, 
the Twilight Jazz Series, along with various other musical 
incarnations. 
 
Ms Shriner was thrilled to be nominated for an Establish Artist 
Award for the St. Catharines Arts Awards 2018, held in early June 
2018. 
 
She regularly performs for the Senior community at long term care 
homes and retirement homes within the Niagara and Halton regions.  
 
She is also an audiobook narrator and producer and her books can 
be heard on Audible. 
 
Ms Shriner is the creative force behind the successful 'Melissa-
Marie Sings' concert series, now in its 11th season, for which she 
serves as Artistic Director, Producer, and Performer.   
 
www.melissamarieshriner.com 

http://www.melissamarieshriner.com/
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JAQ 
JAQ is a Registered Barbershop 
Quartet and has been singing for 
the last 10 years. We started 
singing as chorus members of A 
Cappella Niagara spending time 
learning our respective parts 
under the direction of Derek 
Stevens, considered one of the 

finest young directors in the Ontario District.  
  
Our A Cappella Niagara experience provided us the opportunity to 
become one of the premier a cappella quartets in the Niagara 
Region. We have performed at numerous venues and celebrations 
throughout Niagara including singing Christmas Carols for Niagara 
Falls Mayor Diodati and his family. JAQ, our unusual name, is 
pronounced Jack and is an acronym for Just Another Quartet. We 
are comprised of Tenor-Jym Cummings, Lead-Kerry Russ, Baritone-
Dan Roy, Bass-Howard Bogusat. We are now booking for the 
Holiday Season and would be happy to sing for your Christmas 
party. Please contact Kerry 289-241-6626 or email 
kruss902@gmail.com. 

A Cappella Niagara Chapter Quartets & Duo 

Easy Street 

We formed Easy Street in 
2022 with the intent of having 
a second quartet available to 
perform with A Cappella 
Niagara and step in for the 
chorus when the full chorus is 
not available to perform, or a smaller group is called for. With Jym 
Cummings (Tenor), Bob Laing (Bass), Jim McConachie (Lead) and 
Jim Parker (Baritone), the quartet brings years of singing 
experience to their performances. As the name implies, our 
repertoire includes ‘Easy’ beat songs from the 40’s and 50’s made 
popular by artists like Frank Sinatra, Ella Fitzgerald, Doris Day, and 
The Platters. To contact Easy Street email us at 
infoniagarasingers@gmail.com.  
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1440 Pelham Street, Fonthill, ON L0S 1E0 
905-892-6322 

Little Strummer Boys 
Don Peterson and Rob Tripe are The Little Strummer Boys, 
playing ukuleles, kazoos and 
what ever else they can find. 
Their music is an eclectic 
mix of ballads, folk songs 
and up-beat popular songs 
from the 1920s up through 
the 1990s, bringing in a 
cappella harmonies 
wherever they can; mixed in 
just for fun are humorous 
and sing-along songs. 
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____________________________________________________ 
155 Hwy. 20 East, Fonthill, ON, Canada L0S 1E0 

Email: startilec1@bellnet.ca             www.startilecentre.com 
Tel. (905) 892-5756 Cell (905) 380-5756 Fax (905) 892-4776 
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Join Us For This Festive 
Summer Event 

August 17th, 2024 (Rain or Shine) 

The Port Dalhousie Lions Club, 201 Main Street, St. Catharines, ON 

BBQ: 5:00 – 6:30 PM: Adults: $15, Children (12 & under): $5.00 

Show: 7:00 – 9:00 PM (Free) 
 
Your BBQ ticket includes: A beef or veggie hamburger on a bun, a 
beef hotdog on a bun, fixings, and all the corn you can eat. A variety of 
beers, wine, soft drinks, and water will be available for sale (cash 
only). 
 
Advance BBQ tickets are available for 
purchase online. Scan the QR Code or go the link 
below. There is a small surcharge added to online 
ticket purchases.  
https://www.eventbrite.ca/e/niagara-barbershoppers-
corn-roast-2024-tickets-875419813227 

Plenty of Parking on Site 
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KAREN D. KOEMAN, CPA, CA 

Say “I Love You” with a Singing 
Valentine 

Next Valentines Day surprise a loved one with a Singing 
Valentine. A Cappella Niagara will send a quartet to 
your sweetheart’s or other special person’s office, home, 
classroom, restaurant or any other place in the Niagara 

area. The quartet will arrive unannounced, sing a love song, and 
present a lovely silk rose. Bookings begin January 2025. For details visit 
www.niagarasingers.com or contact us at: 
infoniagarasingers@gmail.com. 

http://www.niagarasingers.com/
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F U T U R E  O P P O R T U N I T I E S  T O  S E E  A C N  
C h e c k  o u r  c h o r u s  w e b s i t e  o r  F a c e b o o k  p a g e  f o r  

u p d a t e s  a n d  d e t a i l s .  
 

 

Date Event 

J u n e  1 5 ,  2 0 2 4  S p r i n g  S h o w  -  F o n t h i l l  U n i t e d  

C h u r c h  

August 17, 2024 N i a g a r a  B a r b e r s h o p p e r s  C o r n  

R o a s t  –  P o r t  D a l h o u s i e  L i o n s  

C l u b  

November 30, 2024 Holiday Show - Fonthill United Church 

December 6. 2024 Candlelight Stroll - Niagara-on-the-Lake 

To be Announced Spring Show – Fonthill United Church 
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2024 A Cappella Niagara Chorus Members 
 

Bob Aitken, Tony Aspler, Howard Bogusat, Jym Cummings, John 

Donald, Mike Foerster, Larry Greenspan, Timothy Healey, Robert 

Laing, Stephen Lamont, Jim McConachie, Gus Medina, Dick Moore, 

Cornie Neufeld, James Parker, Ray Robitaille, Dan Roy, Kerry Russ, 

Phil Sheehan, Rob Tripe, and Jim Wiebe. 
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